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At Oasis Academy Temple Quarter, we know that: 

• Homework can improve pupil outcomes, particularly for older pupils, but it is likely that the 

quality of homework and its relevance to main class teaching is more important than the 

amount set. 

• Explicitly teaching pupils metacognitive strategies linked to subject knowledge, including 

how to plan, monitor and evaluate, supports independence and academic success. 

In short 

 

 

Please read on for the theory, our approach, and the finer details on our systems and processes 

linked to homework.  

Homework at OATQ

Close the communication gap; close the knowledge gap; encourage 
students to thrive beyond the boundaries of our curriculum.

Every student; Every week

ReadingPlus: 100% completion 
of reading tasks to improve 
literacy.

SPARX Maths: 100% completion 
of SPARX activities to improve 
numeracy.

These are the foundations for 
success at OATQ.

Confident Knowledge

Core knowledge shared at start and 
middle of each term.

Pre-test to assess student initial 
understanding of core knowledge.

Students to revise the core 
knowledge independently.

Post-test in Confident Knowledge 
Week where all students strive for 
100%.

Confident knowledge week is a 
celebration of our students 
successes.

Curiosity and Compassion 
Challenges

Our homework strategy frees up 
the opportunity for our students 
to engage in local and national 
challenges when they present 
themselves:

- Create, Make, Bake challenge.

- OCL competitions e.g. Poetry.

- National diversity competitions.

- Philanthropy work.



      
 

The theory 

According to the studies from the EEF (August 2021), there is evidence that homework can benefit 

all pupils, but that it can have a particularly positive impact on pupils in secondary schools. 

Homework that is tightly linked to classroom teaching, and on which pupils receive feedback, is 

likely to be most effective. As well as being a good way to consolidate learning, it can also develop 

pupils’ independence (Rosenshine, 2012). 

The EEF (August 2021) suggests that the quality of the homework task is more important than the 

quantity of work produced, indeed the impact of homework seems to diminish as the amount of 

time spent on it increases. 

At Oasis Academy Temple Quarter, we know that not all pupils have access to appropriate study 

conditions at home. For this reason, homework clubs are a useful way in which we are supporting 

some pupils to complete their work. Through our horizons programme we have ensured that all 

students have access to an iPad to complete their homework on. 

At OATQ we give homework a clear purpose 

When setting homework, we know that teachers need to be absolutely clear about its value and 

purpose for pupils. 

Epstein (1988, 2001) summarises the three most common purposes of homework as:  

1. Practice: independently practising something learnt in lessons (n.b. teachers should only 

set practice tasks if they have firm evidence that pupils are ready to practise 

independently). 

2. Preparation: using homework time to introduce material that will be covered in the next 

lesson, freeing up class time for more guided practice and in-depth engagement with new 

concepts. 

3. Personal development: using homework tasks to build pupils’ time management, 

perseverance and self-confidence and give them a feeling of accomplishment.  

All three can improve pupil outcomes. What matters is that our teachers understand why they are 

setting a task and communicate that clearly to pupils.  

The role of parents / carers in supporting homework 

The EEF guide to parental engagement suggests that parents and carers can have a positive effect 

on homework completion and help their children to develop good study habits. This might be 

accomplished through supporting their children with daily homework routines and the 

development of self-regulation strategies such as goal setting, planning, perseverance and the 

management of time, materials, attentiveness, and emotions. However, at OATQ we do 



      
 

discourage direct parental assistance with homework, particularly for older pupils as they build 

independence (EEF, 2018c). 

Our approach to homework at OATQ 

We recognise that this is an oversimplistic model, but, if a student is to achieve their personal best, 

as our vision statement sets out, and maximise their academic attainment in secondary school, we 

must develop two aspects of their learning. 

 

The knowledge gap 

Knowledge, in this context, refers to the information, facts, concepts, and skills that students have 

acquired through their learning and study. We know that students will be assessed via exams, and 

these exams help evaluate the depth and breadth of this knowledge, ensuring that students have 

grasped the key concepts and can apply them. Knowledge in school reflects a student's ability to 

think critically, solve problems, and demonstrate their mastery of a particular subject. 

At OATQ we also want our students to be confident in the knowledge that they have whilst also 

remaining curious, recognising that there is always more knowledge to learn. 

The communication gap 

Closing the communication gap in schools, which includes improving students' abilities to read, 

speak, and write their ideas effectively, is crucial for several reasons: 

1. Academic Success: Effective communication skills are essential for academic achievement. 

Being able to read and understand complex texts, express ideas clearly through writing, 

and articulate thoughts through speech are fundamental to learning and performing well in 

various subjects. 

2. Future Career Readiness: Strong communication skills are highly valued by employers. The 

ability to express ideas clearly, both in writing and speaking, is a critical skill in the 

professional world. Closing the communication gap in schools prepares students for their 

future careers. 

Close the 
knowledge gap

Close the 
communication 

gap

Academic 
success



      
 

3. Critical Thinking: Effective communication is closely linked to critical thinking. When 

students can read, speak, and write effectively, they are better equipped to analyse and 

evaluate information, form logical arguments, and engage in thoughtful discussions. 

4. Personal Development: Improved communication skills boost self-confidence and self-

expression. This can lead to enhanced interpersonal relationships and increased self-

esteem. 

5. Inclusivity: Effective communication ensures that all students can participate fully in 

classroom activities and discussions. Closing the communication gap promotes inclusivity 

and diversity. 

6. Lifelong Learning: Closing the communication gap fosters a love for learning and 

encourages students to be lifelong learners. It enables them to engage with a wide range 

of materials and ideas throughout their lives. 

 

Homework: Systems and Processes 

Every student; every week 

ReadingPlus on iPads: 

• Set and monitored weekly by English teachers on Monday and monitored the following 

Tuesday. 

• Students to complete all reading tasks. 

• If incomplete, student receives a homework reflection at lunchtime (30mins) on a 

Wednesday. 

SPARX Maths on iPads: 

• Set every Wednesday morning automatically by Sparx. 

• Students to complete all maths tasks, watching videos when stuck and re-attempting 

questions independently until correct. 

• However, if a purple flag, "seek help" sign comes up then students should move on and get 

help from their parent/carer or teacher with that question. 

• In-house deadline of Tuesday so if students are not at 100% they must attend compulsory 

maths homework club on Tuesday lunchtime (30 mins but they can leave as soon as they 

are finished). 

• Sparx deadline of Wednesday so if incomplete by then, student receives an after-school 

detention (45 mins) 

  



      
 

Confident Knowledge Week 

 We host two confident knowledge weeks per term. The format of these are as follows: 

• There will be 10 core facts shared with students in Week 1 and Week 4 from each subject. 

Students are to learn these. They will be on flashcards on their iPads to support this 

revision.  

• In Week 3 and Week 6 of each term there will be a 10-question quiz in each subject based 

on the core knowledge in Week 1 and Week 4.  

• We will track students’ scores as their demonstrate that they are confident in recalling the 

key knowledge and as an academy we will reward students for their attainment (Confident 

Knowledge Experts) and their progress (Confidence Improvers). 

• Where students are not deemed to be achieving the scores we would expect or are 

evidently lacking sufficient commitment to learning key knowledge, we will intervene and 

work with families to ensure this is improved. 

Curiosity and compassion challenges 

Local at OATQ 

• Create, Make, Bake competition will run termly. 

Beyond OATQ 

Where the opportunity presents itself, we will enter students into local and national competitions 

to that they can develop their independence and broaden their knowledge beyond our curriculum. 

For example, OCL Poetry Competition; OCL Maths Diversity Poster. 

 

 


