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Literacy Intent

To be literate in its most basic form is to have the ability to read, write, communicate
and react to ideas in text and language. It is a basic skill needed to function in modern
day society as language is all around us. Literacy is thought of as this most basic of
human needs. The vision for the OCL literacy policy however runs much deeper than
our ability to read, write and communicate. National statistics show a concerning
downward spiral with regards to the literacy of the nation. National Literacy Trust
statistics' make clear that:

e Children who enjoy reading and writing are happier in their lives. The longer
children maintain an enjoyment of reading, the greater the benefits are in the
classroom.

e However, 1in 8 disadvantaged children in the UK say that they do not even
have a book of their own.

e As aresult, 1in 6 adults in England (7.1 million people) have a reading age
below 11 years old and struggle as a result to access the jobs, healthcare and
other services they need.

e Low literacy levels lead to educational and social exclusion, with more than
50% of teenagers in youth custody having reading ages below 11 years old.

e Finally, and most shockingly, children born into communities with the most

serious literacy challenges have some of the lowest life expectancies in
England, dying on average 7 years earlier than their most affluent peers.

It is clear that an increased level of literacy leads to a longer and happier life, which
must be a priority for all Oasis Academies. It is also clear that children whose literacy
skills are underdeveloped when they join secondary school require additional support
and attention to help them to close gaps with their peers and achieve the outcomes
they deserve.

Therefore, the vision for literacy at OCL is simple: for no child to be left behind. Shared
literacy and language are important in the ways in which we communicate and also
the ways in which we understand and respect each other.

The Localised Literacy Plan should be read in conjunction with the OCL Literacy
Policy, which is rooted in academic research and is heavily influenced by the EEF’s
guidance report on ‘Improving Literacy in Secondary Schools’.2

The OCL literacy policy is underpinned by 5 key levers:

Disciplinary literacy.

Reading fluency.

Intervention.

Vocabulary.

Enjoyment and exploration through literacy.

" ‘What is literacy?’, National Literacy Trust https:/literacytrust.org.uk/information/what-is-literacy/
2 Education Endowment Fund, ‘Improving Literacy in Secondary Schools: Guidance Report’
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OCL DRIVE up Literacy standards

Disciplinary Literacy

*The Oasis approach to
developing reading, writing
and oracy across all subject
areas,

#All Oasis teachers are teachers
of literacy and recognise that
literacy is key to learning
across all subjects.

*All teachers are suppoerted to
understand how to teach
students to read, write and
communicate effectively in
their subjects.

*Teachers use a variety of
approaches to teach the
features, aims and
conventions of good writing in
each subject.

*Subject and academy leaders
ensure that training related to
literacy prioritises subject
specificity across all aspects of
the curriculum.

Reading Fluency Vocabulary

*The Oasis approach to
developing students’ ability to
read complex academic texts
with fluency.

*A core part of the One Plan,
reading fluency focuses on
universal strategies employed
to develop the proficiency of
students’ reading fluency
across the curriculum.

A strong focus is placed on
reading aloud (by both
teachers and students),
discussion and engaging with
both fiction and non-fiction
texts.

*Reading strategies such as
activating prior knowledge,
prediction and questioning are
introduced through modelling
and group work to improve
comprehension before support
is gradually removed to
promote independence.

*The Oasis approach to high
quality interventions to close
the gaps for struggling readers.

#Data-informed interventions
are selected through
nationally-approved
intervention models.

*A tiered model of support will
increase in intensity in line
with need, including the
development of phonics,
decoding and comprehension.

*Assessment will be used to
match students to appropriate
interventions and monitor
progress.

*Each Academy will create a
bespoke plan, according to
need and utilise Trust support,
to ensure all struggling readers
make accelerated progress and
catch up with peers.

*The Oasis approach to
providing targeted vocabulary
instruction in every subject.

*Teachers in every subject
provide explicit vocabulary
instruction to help students
access and use academic
language.

+Effective approaches,
including those related to
etymology and morphaology,
will help students remember
new words and make
connections between words.

*Vocabulary lists for Tier 2 and
3 vocabulary, which students
are unlikely to encounter in
everyday speech, are utilised
in all subjects to secure
progress.

Enjoyment and

exploration through
literacy

*The Oasis approach to
developing a strong culture and
ethos with regards to reading
for pleasure and enrichment.

* A shared reading list
appropriate for all students
provides insight into the wider
world around students while
also ensuring that the texts
chosen are engaging, age-
appropriate and promote
equality, diversity and inclusion.
* The Reading Pledge each
Academy makes guarantees the
types of literature all students
will be exposed to during their
time in education.
*Opportunities to encourage
engagement and enjoyment in
reading are embedded in school
culture to promote reading for
pleasure to every child.

Academy Context

e 56.2% global majority

e We are a 4-form entry school with over 20 feeder primary
schools annually including 17% of students who did not
complete KS2 SATs

o Mobile cohort of students = 396 currently on roll, total on roll
since opening is >450

e Well above national average cohort of disadvantaged students
(43% PP)

e Diverse community students with 41 nationalities and 30
different languages spoken = higher than national average
proportion of EAL

e Significantly below national average for KS2 prior

e High levels of Mental Health Support required leading to
increased recording of SEMH on SEND Register

Year 7
Average
Re 105.3
Ma 102.9
Av Re + Ma 104.3
Gr 104.0

Key Stage 2 Year 8
Average
105.8
103.0
104.5

104.8

Year 9
Average
105.2
103.1
104.4
104.1

Prior
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Group No. %cth?:tal
All pupils 396 100%
::p“sstatutory age 396 100%
Boys 226 57%
Girls 170 43%
Pupil Premium 170 43%
Service children 0 0%
LAC 1 0.25%
SEN Support 86 22%
EHCP 8 2%
EAL 92 23%
Index of Multiple Deprivation Rank | 10542
Index of Multiple Deprivation

Decile 56
Income Decile 4.09
Education and Skills Decile 3.98
Health and Disability Decile 3.7
Crime Decile 23
Barriers to Housing & Services

Decile B
IDACI Rank 11744
IDACI Decile 4.09
IDAOPI Decile 3.45

https://imd-by-postcode.opendatacommunities.org/imd/2019



https://imd-by-postcode.opendatacommunities.org/imd/2019

Disciplinary literacy is an approach to improving literacy across the curriculum. It
recognises that literacy skills are both general and subject specific, emphasising the
value of supporting teachers of every subject to teach students how to read, write and
communicate effectively. As they progress through an increasingly specialised
secondary school curriculum, there is a growing need to ensure that students are
trained to access the academic language and conventions of different subjects.
Strategies grounded in disciplinary literacy aim to meet this need, building on the
premise that each subject has its own unique language, ways of knowing, doing, and
communicating.

At Oasis Academy Temple Quarter, we are committed to ensuring that disciplinary
literacy is embedded consistently across all subjects in line with the OCL Trust Literacy
Policy. Our approach focuses on equipping students with the reading, writing,
vocabulary, and communication skills required to access and succeed within each
discipline.

Consistency Across Subjects

e New vocabulary is introduced through structured routines such as Call and
Response and Tap Tap Show, ensuring active engagement and retention.

e Turnand Talk is a core routine across the academy, supported by scaffolding and
sentence stems to promote high-quality academic discussion.

e OCL Twilight Training sessions and OATQ Consistency Training include a strong
literacy focus each term, reinforcing shared strategies and expectations.

Supporting Subject/Curriculum Leaders

We provide targeted CPD to develop teachers’ understanding of disciplinary literacy,
ensuring they can plan, resource, and deliver subject-specific reading, writing, and
communication effectively.

Leaders are supported to create subject-specific literacy plans rooted in the discipline,
addressing barriers such as:

e Reading complex academic texts fluently, aloud, and independently to build
disciplinary knowledge.

e Academic writing development, including planning, monitoring, and evaluating
writing to demonstrate subject expertise.

e Tier 2 and Tier 3 vocabulary acquisition, enabling students to comprehend and
articulate disciplinary concepts.

e Structured opportunities for subject-specific talk, rehearsing key vocabulary
and adapting speech for different contexts.

Streamlined Writing Methods

e We ensure that writing approaches across subjects are simplified and
consistent, reducing cognitive load and avoiding contradictory methods. This
alignment helps students transfer skills effectively between disciplines.
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e Our approach is informed by best practice, including guidance from Kathrine
Mortimore’s work on Disciplinary Literacy and Explicit Vocabulary Instruction
(2020) ensuring that literacy development is explicit, systematic, and
embedded within every subject area.

Reading

Teachers have a responsibility to help students to become confident, skilled, critical
and reflective readers of all kinds of texts.

Reading is a central pillar of our literacy strategy at Oasis Academy Temple Quarter,
embedded across the curriculum and supported through multiple initiatives to ensure
students develop confidence, fluency, and a love for reading.

Academy-Level Reading Provision

Homework Programme: All students are expected to achieve 100% completion of
SPARX Reader tasks, ensuring regular engagement with structured reading outside
the classroom.

Reading for Pleasure: Dedicated time is built into our Personal Development
programme for students to read for enjoyment. We provide a curated selection of high-
quality texts for Years 7-9, chosen to broaden horizons and stimulate curiosity.
Examples include:
e Year 7: Burning Sunlight (climate activism), Refugee Boy (migration and
resilience), Skellig (family and hope), Charlotte’s Web (friendship and courage).
e Year 8: The Hunger Games (social inequality), The Hobbit (bravery and
adventure), A Monster Calls (grief and storytelling).
Year 9: Northern Lights (power and knowledge), Animal Farm (truth and corruption),
The Midnight Library (mental health and choice).

Digital access: Students have full access to Wheelers Online Library via academy-
issued iPads, enabling independent reading anytime, anywhere. Library Resources:
Our physical library is stocked with books selected by Heads of Subject, aligned with
our academy charter of fostering curiosity and intellectual growth.

Book Buzz: Year 7 and 8 students are given a book courtesy of the Literacy Trusts
Book Buzz scheme which further fosters students’ curiosity and joy when it comes to
independent reading.

Subject Integration: Reading is actively embedded in lessons across disciplines. For
example: History uses anthologies and primary sources to deepen historical
understanding. Science incorporates academic articles and case studies to build
scientific literacy. English explores classic and contemporary literature to develop
analytical skills.

Students encounter a wide range of texts designed to build disciplinary knowledge,
including:
e Historical anthologies and primary documents (History),
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Scientific journals, experiment write-ups, and case studies (Science),
Mathematical problem-solving explanations and reasoning texts (Maths),
Geographical reports and data interpretations (Geography),

Literary texts and critical essays (English),

Technical specifications and design briefs (Design Technology and Art).
These texts are selected to challenge students with complex vocabulary and concepts,
supporting their ability to read for meaning and apply disciplinary knowledge.

For additional guidance on promoting disciplinary literacy within specific subject areas,
see Kathrine Mortimore, Disciplinary Literacy and Explicit VVocabulary Instruction
(2020)]

Writing

All teachers have a responsibility to help students become confident, skilled writers
who can use writing to process and organise ideas and to communicate effectively.

All teachers have a responsibility to help students become confident, skilled writers
who can use writing to process and organise ideas and to communicate effectively:

Writing is a key component of our literacy strategy, and we ensure that approaches
are consistent across all subjects to reduce cognitive load and avoid contradictory
methods.

Consistent Methods Across Subjects:

We adopt the Hochman Method (2017) as a core approach to teaching writing. This
includes structured sentence-building techniques such as because, but, so, which help
students develop complex, analytical responses in all disciplines. This method is
applied consistently across subjects to streamline expectations and prevent confusion.

Sentence Stems and Scaffolding:

Students are provided with sentence stems to support the development of academic
writing. These stems offer a framework for constructing responses, while the most able
students are encouraged to move beyond these supports to achieve greater
independence and sophistication in their writing.

Writing feedback:

Teachers use a pink highlighter whilst live marking students’ work during extended
writing tasks. Students are expected to respond to this live feedback by correcting/
adapting their work accordingly in green pen (see images on pg.8)

Versatile Vocabulary and Knowledge Building:

As part of our Confident Knowledge Process, all students learn 20 key facts per subject
per term. This ensures that writing is rooted in secure subject knowledge and
incorporates versatile vocabulary, enabling students to articulate disciplinary concepts
accurately.
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Managing Cognitive Load:

By using a single, streamlined approach to writing instruction across subjects, we
avoid teaching conflicting or repetitive methods. This consistency helps students focus
on applying their knowledge effectively rather than navigating multiple writing
frameworks.

Title: The sanctity of love Thu rsday, 10 October 202

L.O: Explain why Romeo as a “pilgrim” and Juliet as a “saint” is subversive

Pink Corrections:
I do:
Lovl while sometimes
Today | will be looking for: P"sm""ﬂ“‘"ﬂic* and
in , can create
v'Commas feelings of peace as seen
v~ quotation marks “ “ when...
v'Key vocabulary: stability/ You do:
instability, pervasive,
specifically Love , while sometimes
provoking conflict and
instability. can create
feelings of peace as seen
when...
Vocabulary: subvert sanctity @

(Image above: ‘Pink Correction’)

(Image to the right: example of ‘Pink
Correction’ and green pen response in
student’s book)
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Oracy

All teachers have a responsibility to help students become confident, skilled speakers
and listeners. We are all teachers of oracy.

All teachers have a responsibility to help students become confident, skilled speakers
and listeners:

Oracy is embedded within our academy culture and is central to our charter of being
confident, curious, and compassionate. We provide structured opportunities for
students to engage in high-quality, subject-specific talk across all lessons.

Core Routines for Structured Talk:

We use consistent strategies such as Think, Pair, Share, Jot, Pair, Share, and Turn
and Talk in every classroom. These routines are supported by sentence stems,
enabling students to rehearse academic language and adapt their speech for different
contexts and audiences. For our most able students, we encourage progression
beyond sentence stems to develop independence and sophistication in oral
responses.

Habits of Debate:

As part of our Consistency Training, we teach habits of debate to promote confident
speaking and listening. This ensures students can articulate ideas clearly, challenge
viewpoints respectfully, and engage in purposeful dialogue.

Vocabulary Precision:

We employ Call and Response for introducing new vocabulary, ensuring students
pronounce terms accurately and confidently. This practice reinforces subject-specific
language and supports metacognitive reflection during discussions.

Regular Opportunities Across Subjects:

Oracy is not confined to English lessons; it is integrated across all disciplines. Students
engage in structured talk during science investigations, historical debates,
mathematical reasoning, and creative discussions in the arts, ensuring that speaking
and listening skills are developed in context. Seating plans are carefully curated to
ensure that students’ needs are being met during Turn and Talk. Teachers use data
to inform their choice in talking partners (taking into consideration HPA, SEN and EAL
etc) to ensure maximum ratio of participation.

All Oasis academies audit disciplinary provision across the curriculum and identify
clear literacy priorities across all curriculum subjects. Curriculum/subject leads are
required to complete subject-specific disciplinary literacy action plans in order to
review the literacy instruction currently provided in each subject area and plan next
steps for the development of the curriculum.
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LO. To explain the consequences of Marcissus’ vanity.

Pause Point

If you describe someone as like Narcissus (Ln_ar'cissisﬁc), you
mean that they are...

a. .. handsome but withered. /
b. ..misogynisti bu1' heroic.

@ ..beautifu @ vain.

—
—

Vocabulary: wither vain

(Image above: a slide from a ‘Turn and Talk’ activity in an English lesson where
the teacher has annotated the slide to direct students to specific vocabulary).

Turn and talk
Which mark making method is used in each of these examples?
The arlist used ....ioisi0005 inimage ...... You can tell because + fone + texture

(Image above: a slide from a ‘Turn and Talk’ activity in an Art lesson where the
teacher has annotated the slide to direct students to specific vocabulary).

10
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All Oasis academies audit disciplinary provision across the curriculum and identify
clear literacy priorities across all curriculum subjects. Curriculum/subject leads are
required to complete subject-specific disciplinary literacy action plans in order to

review the literacy instruction currently provided in each subject area and plan next
steps for the development of the curriculum

Academy Disciplinary Literacy Audit

Subject leads will then meet with the literacy lead in order to support and academy-

wide audit of disciplinary literacy provision. Questions to support literacy leads with
this meeting can be found at this link.

Subject or | Identified priority Action Resources
faculty areals needed
English Shared reading, Active | Consistency Training | StepLab
Reading Accountable | (CT), Learning Walks
talk, Crafting artful | (LW), Lesson
sentences, Extended | Observations using
Writing StepLab (LO)
Maths Accountable Talk CT, LW, LO StepLab
Science Accountable Talk CT, LW, LO StepLab
MFL Accountable Talk, | CT, LW, LO StepLab
Active Reading,
Crafting artful
sentences
Computing | Accountable Talk CT,LW, LO StepLab
History Shared reading, Active | CT, LW, LO StepLab
Reading Accountable
talk, Crafting artful
sentences, Extended
Writing
Geography | Shared reading, Active | CT, LW, LO StepLab
Reading Accountable
talk, Crafting artful
sentences, Extended
Writing
R.E Shared reading, Active | CT, LW, LO StepLab
Reading Accountable
talk, Crafting artful
sentences, Extended
Writing
Technology | Accountable Talk CT, LW, LO StepLab
Art Accountable Talk CT, LW, LO StepLab
P.E Accountable Talk CT, LW, LO StepLab

DRIVE Lever 2: Reading Fluency
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https://forms.office.com/Pages/ShareFormPage.aspx?id=zz3XjXy17EC3-HVbUS2fe050IKYFhBlGqh-WpdLcSUJUNVZYSzVTUkxaMFE0SU5SWUNLRFBPUVc2My4u&sharetoken=w5u7LJV7kkwnTfpcQgy9

While there are elements of literacy that are subject-specific, there are also key
components of literacy instruction that can be used across the curriculum to secure a
culture of reading and drive progress in reading for all students. Reading Fluency
refers to the importance of having designated reading, comprehension and vocabulary
practice as a part of both subject curriculum and whole academy planning. As such,
reading fluency is a core part of the Oasis 2030 strategy and OCL curriculum
statement of intent and is therefore a priority for development across Oasis
Academies.

Reading fluency is a cornerstone of our literacy strategy and is embedded across the
academy through systematic assessment, structured classroom practice, and targeted
staff development.

Whole-School Reading Age Assessment

We use the New Group Reading Test (NGRT) to assess reading ages for all students.
This data is analysed at academy level and shared with teachers to inform planning
and intervention. Staff receive training on how to interpret NGRT data and respond
effectively in lessons, ensuring that reading strategies are tailored to students’ needs.
This includes identifying gaps in comprehension, vocabulary, and fluency, and
adapting classroom practice accordingly.

Opportunities for Reading Aloud in Lessons
Reading aloud is a regular feature across all subjects. Students are provided with
structured opportunities to read complex, subject-specific academic texts aloud, both
independently and with peers, to establish meaning and build disciplinary knowledge.
This practice is supported by:
e Core routines such as Think, Pair, Share, Jot, Pair, Share, and Turn and Talk,
which encourage discussion and metacognitive reflection after reading.
e Sentence stems to scaffold responses and promote academic language, with
progression for the most able to move beyond these supports.
e Call and response for new vocabulary, ensuring accurate pronunciation and
confidence in using subject-specific terminology.

Specific Reading Strategies Across the Academy
We employ strategies aligned with the OCL Literacy Policy DRIVE lever 2, including:
¢ Whole-class guided reading using high-quality texts in English and anthologies
in History.
e Structured questioning based on Bloom’s taxonomy to deepen comprehension
and critical thinking.
e Explicit vocabulary instruction, focusing on Tier 2 and Tier 3 words, reinforced
through call and response and retrieval practice.

CPD to Upskill Staff
Staff development is central to our approach. Through OCL Twilight Training sessions
and OATQ Consistency Training, teachers receive regular CPD on:
o Effective reading strategies for disciplinary literacy.
e How to model fluent reading and support students in decoding and
comprehension.

12
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e Techniques for integrating reading fluency into subject-specific contexts without
increasing cognitive load.

Integration with Wider Literacy Strategy
Reading fluency is supported by our broader initiatives:
e SPARX Reader homework programme, ensuring consistent engagement with
reading outside lessons.

e Reading for Pleasure sessions within the Personal Development curriculum,
supported by curated book selections for Years 7-9 and access to Wheelers
Online Library via iPads.

e A well-resourced library with texts chosen by Heads of Subject to foster
curiosity and disciplinary engagement.

Included below are details of Academy approaches to reading as part of the literacy

strategy.
Details of approach Staff I_eading Wsheee'ﬁ ‘aNé:'lcj)lsdst;‘:)su?e
on this area
academy?

Reading age Year 7 x 3 per year JMA / CDA
assessment Year 8 x 2 per year
processes Conducted in
e.g. NGRT English lessons
Whole school Reading for Pleasure | CME Monday / Tuesday PD
reading twice a week during slot in tutor programme.
approach e.g. PD
Control the
game
Whole school Sparx Reader JMA/ KHU PD
literacy Versatile Vocab Lessons
strategies used | Disciplinary Literacy Homework
(not including | — Reading strategies
intervention) Turn and Talk

/Accountable Talk

Pink highlighter
Planned CPD Consistency Consistency training
e.g. collective Best practice for Turn | Training x 2 | sessions / middle leader
completion of and Talk per term. meetings /  subject

the genre
mapping activity,
Control the
Game training,
phonics training

Supporting students
with Sparx Reader
Disciplinary Literacy
audit

development meetings.

DRIVE Lever 3: Intervention
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While whole-school approaches to literacy are essential in driving progress for the
majority of students and will reduce the need for additional literacy support, high-
quality, structured interventions are an important aspect of the whole academy literacy
strategy to ensure that accelerated progress is secured for students whose reading
ages fall in the lowest stanines. These students need targeted support to catch up with
their peers and meet age-related expectations.

All Oasis academies take a graduated approach to intervention, moving from whole
class teaching through small group tuition to one-to-one support, to ensure that
appropriate, meaningful and measurable interventions are targeted at the right
students to drive accelerated progress in literacy and ensure that all students can
make significant progress, regardless of their entry point to the secondary phase.

A graduated approach is one in which levels of support and intervention increase in
intensity matched to need:

e Wave 1 is the universal, whole-school approach, that will meet need the needs
of the majority of students.

e Wave 2 provides targeted intervention for students working below age-related
expectations, who need additional, structured group interventions to catch up
with their peers.

e Wave 3 provides specialist and more intensive intervention for a very small
group of students working significantly below age-related expectations, for
whom group interventions would not be bespoke enough to meet their complex
literacy needs.

Students are identified for interventions using NGRT data as a starting point, which
provides the data required to being categorising students into waves in order to
coordinate a targeted response to meet their needs:

Wave Category NGRT score
Dark green Stanines 7-9 or SAS of 110+ - significantly above
1 expected
. Stanine 5-6 or SAS of 100-109 — reading at
Light green

expected levels

Stanine 3-4 or SAS of 90-99 — reading approx. 1-2

Yellow
> years below
Stanine 2-3 or SAS of 80-89 — reading approx. 3-4
Amber
years below
Stanine 1 or SAS of 69-79 — reading approx. 5+
3 Red
years below
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Wave 3: Red group:
T Intensive 1:1 literacy interventions for those

Specialis_t who are unable to make progress in group
1:1 interventions interventions, or who need bespoke
interventions (e.g. due to severe dyslexia).

Amberand yellow group:
Targeted group interventions for students

Wave 2: who require additional support and
Targeted group interventions intervention to catch up to age-related
expectations.

Green groups:
Whole-class literacy strategies to secure
continued progress at least in line with age-

Wave 1: related expectations (see other DRIVE
Quality First Literacy Teaching levers).
for all

When planning literacy interventions, Oasis academies recognise the simple view of
reading. This supports us to understand the full range of skills required to gain full
reading comprehension:

Language Reading
Word R nition .
= GGl Comprehension Comprehension
PHONICS FLUENCY COMPREHENSION COMMUNICATION

& VOCABULARY

Nationally, 25% of students arrive to secondary school with reading ages below the
expected standard of 11 years old. However, in Oasis academies the picture is even
starker. More than 20% of our Year 7s arrive to us with reading ages below the age of
9, signalling difficulties not only with language comprehension, but also with the skills
required for word recognition. Therefore, our local literacy offer includes both word
recognition and language comprehension interventions to support students to close
gaps in their reading comprehension skills and catch up and keep up with their peers.

The Oasis Academy Temple Quarter local literacy offer:

As part of our Academy literacy strategy, our academy local literacy offer includes the
following interventions that cover every stage of the graduated approach:

Wave | Intervention Entry Description Baseline
Criteria assessment and
success criteria for
completion at
Wave 2 and 3
s | Disciplinary All The OCL curriculum approach | Baseline: NGRT
=5 literacy students | to teaching reading, writing,
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Oasis Academy Temple Quarter Localised Literacy Plan
V2.0
October 2025



oracy and vocabulary in every
subject area. See DRIVE lever
1, 2 and 4 for more details.

Reading for
pleasure
curriculum

All
students
or green
groups

Lessons delivered weekly by
form tutors to promote reading
fluency through guided
reading of age-appropriate,
engaging texts.

Sparx Reader
homework

All
students

Weekly homework for all
students in KS3 monitored by
English teachers, where
students can practise reading
fluency and language
comprehension pitched to
their needs through the online
platform.

Sparx Reader
whole-school
approach

All
students

Weekly lessons for all
students in KS3 monitored by
tutors, where students can
practise reading fluency and
language comprehension
pitched to their needs through
the online platform.

Versatile
Vocabulary

Green or
yellow

group

Whole-academy use of
Versatile Vocabulary
(Confident Knowledge), where
students can practise and
develop vocabulary
acquisition pitched to their
needs through the online
platform.

Ruth Miskin
Fresh Start
phonics

intervention

Amber
group
(following
Fresh
Start
diagnostic
testing)

Daily small-group
interventions  targeted  at
students who need additional
support with aspects of word
reading. This  curriculum
provides students with
additional opportunities to
develop skills in phonological
awareness, phonics, reading
fluency, comprehension,
vocabulary and  spelling,
delivered by a highly trained
teacher, with additional
support from Ruth Miskin to
refine and evaluate the
intervention throughout the
year.

Baseline: NGRT
and FS diagnostic
SC: Successful
completion of FS
diagnostic — exit
passage

Corrective
Reading

Amber
group

E.g. Small-group interventions
3x per week targeted at
students who have completed
the Fresh Start programme
but who still need additional
support with Word Reading
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and Language
Comprehension to close gaps
with  their  peers. This

intervention takes a direct
instruction approach to
developing skills in reading
fluency, comprehension,
vocabulary, language
concepts and communication,
delivered by a trained member
of staff.

Reading
buddies

Yellow or
amber

group

Weekly peer mentoring
intervention  where  KS4
students read with struggling
KS3 readers to promote
resilience among students as
readers and develop a love of
reading for pleasure.

Wave 3

1:1 Fresh
Start phonics
(all
academies)

Red
group

Daily 1:1 interventions
targeted at students reading
significantly below age-related
expectations, who are unable
to make progress in a group
setting, or who are new-to-
English language speakers.
See above for description of
the curriculum.

Baseline: NGRT
and FS diagnostic
SC: Successful
completion of FS
diagnostic — speed
sounds (& passage

1)

Toe by Toe
and Stareway
to Spelling

Red
group

E.g. 25 minute 1:1
interventions 3x per week
targeted at students reading
significantly below age-related
expectations who
demonstrate complex dyslexic
traits that make  other
intervention programmes less
accessible.

Specialist
teaching for
dyslexia

Red
group

E.g. Weekly specialist
teaching delivered by a
specialist teacher in dyslexia
for an EHC student with
complex literacy needs.

Please see Edukey for all interventions running, as groups are updated regularly.
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Name Concern Wave # of pupils

Cognition and Learnir v Show all v Show all v
Units of Sound Cognition and Learning Needs 2 5
Fresh Start Cognition and Learning Needs 2 16
Handwriting Cognition and Learning Needs 2 12
Touch typing Cognition and Learning Needs 2 12

Research suggests that students need to understand 95% or more of the words on a
page to have a strong comprehension of a text. Even students with comprehension as
high as 90% can struggle to decipher or ascertain the meaning of the unknown 10%
of words on a page. Students from disadvantaged backgrounds are disproportionately
impacted by struggles to develop age-related vocabulary acquisition.

The Oasis approach to vocabulary focuses on the development of tier 2 and tier 3
vocabulary across the curriculum. All OCL curriculum areas include well planned tier
2 vocabulary instruction, with a minimum of 4 tier 2 words taught per term in Years 7,
8 and 9.

OCL vocabulary instruction must include:

e a student-friendly definition

e a sentence presenting the word in a student-friendly context that can be
understood beyond the confines of the subject

e a multiple-choice question supporting teachers to check for understanding

In addition, it is best practice for lessons to incorporate a further opportunity for
students to process and embed their new learning through a turn and talk activity using
the Hochman method to apply the sentence correctly in a sentence, using ‘but’ and
‘because’ to exemplify understanding of the vocabulary word in context.
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Academy literacy leads should work with subject/curriculum leaders to ensure that the

teaching of tier 2 vocabulary is embedded across the curriculum in line with these
guidelines in order to support student acquisition.

KS3 Cross-Curricular Versatile Vocabulary

Sympathetic, .
_ Compassionate Callous Unfeeling, heartless
caring
Definite, proven,
| Concrete Abstract Figurative, indefinite
precise
Stubborn, . Able to be changed,
Dogmatic Malleable
unchangeable flexible
Constant, the . Unpredictable,
Stable Volatile
same uncertain
. Cyclical, repetitive,
Every so often Intermittent Pe rpetual
incessant
Surrender, give Argue against,
Concede Refute
up counter
. . Bad, evil,
Good, pure Virtuous Reprehensible
unforgivable
Expected, logical, Beyond what is
Normal Abnormal
usual expected
Can be stopped . .
Avoidable Inevitable Unavoidable, certain
or avoided
Expand, make Reduce, make
Increase Decrease
bigger smaller
Make stronger, . . Go against, make
Reinforce Undermine
support weaker
Right, good Moral Immoral Wrong, bad
Inside Interior Exterior Outside
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Inside

Internal

External

Outside

Less than

Inferior to

Superior to

Better than

KS4 Cross-Curricular Versatile Vocabulary

add detail

Respect, honour Venerate Mal Ign Abuse, disrespect
Believable, . . Misleading, not true,
_ Credible Deceptive
reliable fake
F ) .. ..
normet Infinite Finite Limited, restricted
never-ending,
Varied, different, Uniform, the same,
_ Heterogeneous| Homogeneous ‘
mixed consistent
Useful, valuable, .. .
Beneficial Detrimental Harmful, unhelpful
helpful
To make . ... To make weaker,
Reinforce Diminish
stronger, support reduce
Go against, break,
Follow, respect Obey Transgress _
sin
Needed, .
. Essential Superfluous Not needed, extra
important
Agreeable, . Out of place,
_ Harmonious Incongruous .
compatible inappropriate
Lasting f hort
Lasting forever | Permanent Ephemeral srneTerasher
time, temporary
Show, Hide K
7 tl
communicate, Convey Conceal o eEpeeEE
suppress
tell
Comeare, S te, tell th
. . eparate, tell the
identify Relate Differentiate _
difference, contrast
similarities
: g Reduce to the
xpand upon, . .
P P Elaborate Slmpllfy essentials or most

simple
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Make more Make something
dramatic, Exaggerate Trivialise insignificant or
significant unimportant

Modern, latest ey Well-established,
Contemporary Traditional

version

old-fashioned

DRIVE Lever 5: Enjoyment and exploration through literacy

Enjoyment of literacy is the benefit that comes when children learn to love reading
and keep getting better at it. It is a focus on how to promote reading for pleasure in
our academies, an increasing concern in a world where social uses of technological
innovation often detract from rather than enhancing students’ engagement with the

written word.

English
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Term1: Greek Mythology

The Orchard Book of Greek Myths - Geraldine McCoughran
Bullfinch's Mythology
Oh My Gods - Alexandra Sheppard

Term 2: Antigone

The Knife of Never Letting Go — Patrick Ness (e)
Bone Sparrow - Zana Fraillon

Children of Blood and Bone - Tomi Adeyemi (e)

Term 3: Folktales and Fairy Tales

The Complete Grimm's Fairy Tales
The Complete Hans Christian Andersen Fairytales
The All-Time Favourite Folktales of Asia - Ruth Wan-Lau
The Hobbit/The Lord of The Rings —JRR Tolkien (e)

Term 4: Beowulf

Beowulf - Michael Morpurgo
Beowulf — Kevin Crossley Holland (e)
Horrible Histories: Smashing Saxons — Terry Deary
Beowulf - JRR Tolkien
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe — CS Lewis (e)

Terms 5+6: A Wrinkle In Time

Alice in Wonderland — Lewis Carroll (e)
Ready Player One — Ernest Cline (e)
Coraline — Neil Gaiman (e)
Northern Lights — Philip Pullman (e)

Howl’s Moving Castle — Diana Wynne Jone

Exploration through literacy is the opportunity to see the world through literature. It
is a focus not just on the number of books in our libraries or classrooms, but the variety,
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how appropriate these choices are, how engaging they are and how much they open
the eyes of our students to the world around them.

Maths
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Following on from Primary Maths

Sherlock Bones and the Times Table Adventure - John Bigwood
Maths Quest: The Museum of Mysteries - David Glover
Maths Games for Clever Kids - Gareth Moore and Chris Dickason

The Boy Who Loved Math: The Improbable Life of Paul Erd&s

Year 7 Further Reading

You Do the Maths: Launch a Rocket into Space - Hilary Koll and Steve Mills
You Do the Maths: Solve a Crime - Hilary Koll and Steve Mills
The Magic of Maths (Murderous Maths) - Kjartan Poskitt
Look into my eyes (Ruby Redfort) - Lauren Child
A Mathematical Pandora's Box by Brian Bolt
The Number Devil: A Mathematical Adventure - Hans Magnus Enzensberger
Blockhead: The Life of Fibonacci
Infinity and Me
On a Beam of Light: A Story of Albert Einstein
The Thrilling Adventures of Lovelace and Babbage by Sydney Padua
Book of Curious & Interesting Mathematics by David Wells
Book of Curious & Interesting Puzzles by David Wells

Why do Buses Come in Threes? by Rob Eastaway and Jeremy Wyndham

Books for Year 8 and onwards

50 Mathematical Ideas You Really Need to Know - Tony Crilly
The Math Book - Clifford A Pickover
Alex's Adventures in Numberland - Alex Bellos
The Monty Hall Problem: Beyond Closed Doors - Rob Deaves
The Music of the Primes - Marcus Du Sautoy
Journey Through Genius: The Great Theorems of Mathematics - William Dunham

Fermat's Last Theorem - Simon Singh
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The Code Book - Simon Singh
Can you Solve my Problems? - Alex Bellos
My Best Mathematical and Logic Puzzles by Martin Gardner
Mathematics, Magic and Mystery by Martin Gardner
The Liar Paradox and the Towers of Hanoi: 10 Greatest Math Puzzles of All Time by Marcel Danesi
The Number Mysteries by Marcus du Sautoy
Elastic Numbers by Daniel Griller
Mathematics for the Imagination by Peter Higgins

The Joy of X: A Guided Tour of Mathematics from One to Infinity by Steven Strogatz
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Humanities

History

The Silk Roads: The Extraordinary History that created your World — Illustrated Edition
The Time Traveller's Guide to Medieval England
Crusade - Elizabeth Laird
The Black Death: The Intimate Story of a Village in Crisis
Black Tudors

Geography

Kick - Mitch Johnson
Prisoners of Geography: Our World Explained in 12 Simple Maps
Horrible Geography: Earth-Shattering Earthquakes

Science

Chemistry

Horrible Science: Chemical Chaos
The Periodic Table Book: A Visual of the Elements
Basher Science: An A to Z Science

Horrible Science — Suffering Scientists

Biology

Horrible Science: Blood, Bones and Body Bits
Cellular Biology: Organelles; Structure; Function
Horrible Science: Ugly Bugs

Horrible Science: Disgusting Digestion

Physics

Horrible Science: Fatal Forces

Queen of Physics: How Wu Chien Shiung Helped Unlock the Secrets of the Atom
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My First Book of Quantum Physics
On a Beam of Light: A Story of Albert Einstein

Horrible Science: The Terrible Truth About Time

Art

Everyday Watercolor Flowers: A Modern Guide to Painting Blooms, Leaves, and Stems
Step by Step
Drawing Dimension - Shading Techniques: A Shading Guide for Teachers and Students
Watercolour Techniques for Artists and Illustrators: Discover how to paint landscapes,
people, still lifes, and more.
The Joy of Botanical Drawing: A Step-by-Step Guide to Drawing and Painting Flowers,

Leaves, Fruit, and More

Design & Technology

3D printing

3D Printing For Dummies
3D Printing and Maker Lab for Kids: Create Amazing Projects with CAD Design and STEAM Ideas

Electronics/textiles

How To Start Sewing: The How and Why of Sewing for Fashion Design: Sewing Techniques with
Matching Patterns
Textilepedia: the complete fabric guide

Sketching

27
Oasis Academy Temple Quarter Localised Literacy Plan
V2.0
October 2025



Sketching Product Design Presentation: Product Design Presentation
Sketching The Basics

Food

Eat Well and Feel Great: The Teenager's Guide to Nutrition and Health
The Science of Nutrition: Debunk the Diet Myths and Learn How to Eat Well for Health and
Happiness

Reading for Pleasure

As part of Temple Quarter's PD offer, students will read a book as a Tutor group
from the below list, purely for pleasure. This encourages students to be curious
about different genres as well as develops their confidence in reading out loud.
Tutors use Doug Lemov’s Control the Game approach so encourage active
participation.

Reading Lists

Year 7:

‘Burning Sunlight’, Anthea Simmons
‘Refugee Boy’, Benjamin Zephaniah
‘Skellig’, David Almond

‘Charlotte’s Web’, E.B White

‘Stig of the dump’, Clive King
‘Skulduggery Pleasant’, Derek Landy
‘The Wizard of Oz’, Frank Baum

Year 8:

‘The skin I'm in’, Sharon G. Flake
‘Treasure Island’, Robert Louis Stevenson
‘The Hunger Games’, Suzanne Collins
‘The Woman in Black’, Susan Hill
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‘The Hobbit’, J.R.R Tolkien
‘Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief’, Rick Riordan

‘A Monster Calls’, Patrick Ness

Year 9:

‘The Northern Lights’, Phillip Pullman
‘The Inheritance Games’, Jennifer Lynn
‘The Midnight Library’, Matt Haig
‘Animal Farm’, George Orwell

‘Empire of the sun’, J.G Ballard

‘The Giver’, Lois Lowry
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